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ARNOLD DROZDOWSKI (1924–2014) – OBITUARY

Professor dr hab. Arnold Drozdowski, profes-
sor emeritus of the Nicolaus Copernicus University 
in Toruń, passed away on July 10th, 2014, at the 
age of 89. For a long time he had been head of the 
Department of Invertebrate Zoology of the Faculty 
of Biology and Earth Sciences at the University. He 
specialised in malacology and invertebrate zoology; 
he was a meritorious educator of several generations 
of zoologists. He was buried in the Cemetery of St. 
George in Toruń on July 12th, 2014. On the first an-
niversary of his death we would like to honour his 
memory and recall the major events in his life.

Arnold Drozdowski was born on the 31st of 
October of 1924 in Vilnius. Although he was a young 
man at the outbreak of World War II, without hes-
itation he joined the fight against the occupying 
 forces. In 1942–1944, he was a soldier of the resist-
ance forces (Polish Home Army) and participated 
in the operation “Ostra Brama” as a member of the 
Striking Cadre Battalion in the Vilnius region. Later, 
as a soldier of the Polish Army, he passed the combat 
route from Warsaw to Berlin. He was awarded seven 
military medals for his participation in the liberation 
of Poland from the Nazi occupation and the fight 
in a series of battles, among others the Medal for 
Warsaw, the Medal for Odra-Nysa-Baltic, the Medal 
for Conquering Berlin.

After the War, he finished secondary school in 
Toruń in 1948 and began his studies at the Faculty 
of Mathematics and Natural Sciences of the Nicolaus 
Copernicus University. At the same time (1948–
1949), he was a teacher at a high school in Solec 
Kujawski. He graduated from the Faculty of Biology 
and Earth Sciences of the University in 1952 and 
started his scientific career under supervision of 
Professor Jan Prüffer, first as an assistant, and lat-
er as a senior assistant. He obtained the degree of 
doctor of natural sciences in 1960, based on the 
thesis “Badania ilościowe nad fauną ślimaków oko-
lic Płutowa [Quantitative studies on the snail fauna 
of the environs of Płutowo]”, prepared under su-
pervision of Professor Izabella Mikulska, the then 
head of the Department of Invertebrate Zoology. He 

published several faunistic papers on the snail fau-
na of Wierzchlas – a steppe vegetation reserve near 
Folusz, snails of the alder forest on the Bąsak Island, 
malacofauna of the environs of Płutowo, snails of a 
wooded ravine and xerothermic slope near Liszkowo, 
malacofauna of the surroundings of Lake Klasztorne, 
and rare snail species of the Kujawsko-Pomorskie 
Province. Arnold Drozdowski’s interests included 
also the veterinary importance of snails, for exam-
ple the significance of Galba truncatula in spreading 
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of the liver fluke. In the 1960s he focused on ana-
tomical studies on some gastropod species. In 1969, 
they culminated with obtaining of the degree of 
doctor habilitatus based on the “Studia porównaw-
cze nad morfologią płuc wybranych gatunków śli-
maków (Gastropoda: Pulmonata)” [Comparative 
studies on lung morphology of selected snail species 
(Gastropoda: Pulmonata)]. 

The next years were devoted to intensive dissem-
ination of malacological knowledge, working with 
master and Ph.D. students. In 1984, Prof. Arnold 
Drozdowski became head of the Department of 
Invertebrate Zoology and remained in charge of the 
Department till 1995, when he retired at the age of 
70. In 1988, he was nominated professor of natural 
sciences.

During his forty years of scientific activity, 
Professor Drozdowski published circa 80 original pa-
pers, promoted many master students and two doc-
tors. He was an active member of several scientific 
societies, among others the Polish Zoological Society 

and the Polish Society of Copernicus Naturalists. He 
was among the founding members of the Association 
of Polish Malacologists. He was also a member of 
Unitas Malacologica. 

His work and activities in academic society 
earned him some state awards: Golden Cross of 
Merit (1973), Knight’s Cross of the Order Polonia 
Restituta (1984) as well as several awards of the 
Rector of the Nicolaus Copernicus University. 

Privately, we remember Professor Arnold 
Drozdowski as a vigorous, very cheerful man speak-
ing with a charming Vilnius accent, interested in mu-
sic, and especially opera (tenor arias), outstanding 
bridge player and promoter of the golden statement 
of Edward Dziewoński (famous Polish actor, director 
and comedian) that the most important aspect of life 
is social life.
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Faculty of Biology and Environmental Protection, 
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